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1 . I TALKED SEPARATELY WITH BOTH ROVIRA AND PERINAT THIS 
MORNING ON THE STATUS OF THEIR DRAETS. THE UPSHOT OP WHAT THEY 
HAD TO SAY IS THAT THE EARLIEST WE MAY EXPECT TO RECEIVE THEIR 
DRAETS IS NOW SATURDAY MORNING, JANUARY 11. THE NATIONAL 
DEPENSE COUNCIL MET ON THE DRAFTS YESTERDAY. THE POREIGN MINISTER 
HAS DEPARTED EOR HIS EUROPEAN TRIP. BUT, ACCORDING TO PERINAT, 

THE DRAETS ARE NOT YET COMPLETE; AND THERE WILL BE A DELEGATION 
MEETING ON THEM FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, AT 5;00 P.M. THEY HOPE 

TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE US WITH THE DRAETS ON SATURDAY MORNING, 

BUT THEY CANNOT BE ABSOLUTELY SURE AT THIS TIME. PERINAT MAY 
DEPART EOR WASHINGTON ON SUNDAY EOR SOPA MEETING, BUT HE IS 
NOT CERTAIN OF THAT YET EITHER. 

2. THERE WAS SOME IMPLICATION IN THESE CONVERSATIONS THAT 
THEY WERE EXPECTING, OR AT LEAST HOPING EOR, SOME PURTHER US 
SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSE TO THE POREIGN MINISTER'S POINTS MADE 

TO THE SECRETARY BEPORE THEY GAVE US DRAETS. I STRESSED TO THEM 
THAT IT HAD BEEN THE AMBASSADOR'S CLEAR UNDERSTANDING FROM HIS 
MEETING WITH THE POREIGN MINISTER AND ROVIRA BEFORE HE LEFT 
THAT EVERY EPFORT WOULD BE MADE ON THE SPANISH SIDE TO 
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PROVIDE US WITH DRAETS BY NO LATER THAN JANUARY 2, AND THAT IT 
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WAS ESSENTIAL FOR US TO HAVE THE DRAFTS AT LEAST A WEEK IN 
ADVANCE OF ANY NEW MEETING OF DELEGATIONS IN ORDER THAT OUR 
DELEGATION COULD ADEQUATELY PREPARE ITS RESPONSES AND IN ORDER 
THAT THERE COULD BE HOPE FOR COMPLETION OF THE NEGOTIATIONS 
IN ONE SITTING. ROVIRA HAD, IN FACT, MADE ROUGHLY THE SAME 
POINTS TO ME IN THE CONVERSATION REPORTED IN MADRID 9090. 

3. COMMENT: IT WAS NOT CLEAR FROM THESE CONVERSATIONS HOW 
MUCH OF THE SPANISH DELAY IS OCCASIONED BY CONTINUING SUBSTAN- 
TIVE DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT, HOW MUCH ON 
DISORGANIZATION IN A NEW ADMINISTRATION HURRYING TO DO 
MANY THINGS, AND HOW MUCH BY POSSIBLE SPANISH DESIRE TO GET SOME 
FURTHER INDICATION OF US THINKING ON MAIN ISSUES BEFORE IT PRESENTS 
FURTHER PAPERS. IT APPEARS THAT ROVIRA, WHO NO LONGER EVEN HAS 
AS OFFICE IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AND INSTEAD WORKS FROM HIS 
HOME, IS SOMEWHAT ON THE PERIPHERY EVEN THOUGH HE IS TO CONTINUE 
TO HEAD THE DELEGATION, AND THAT PERINAT IS PLAYING A LARGER 
ROLE. BOTH ROVIRA AND PERINAT PROMISED TO BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH 
ME AS SOON AS THEY HAD ANYTHING FURTHER TO REPORT. 
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